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As Design Director of the North Carolina practice, he leads both Perkins+Will North Carolina 
offices in RTP and Charlotte. Freelon comes to Perkins+Will as an important member of the 
firmwide leadership team and has joined the Board of Directors. He is also a key leader for the 
firm's cultural and civic practice.

Freelon’s design achievements include cultural, civic and academic projects for some of 
America’s most respected cultural institutions. He led the design team for the $500M 
Smithsonian National Museum of African American History and Culture and is the design 
architect for the National Center for Civil Rights in Atlanta. His portfolio also includes the 
Museum of the African Diaspora in San Francisco, Emancipation Park in Houston, multiple library 
projects for the DC Public Library System and the Durham County Human Services Complex.

He is an Obama appointee to the National Commission of Fine Arts, a Fellow of the American 
Institute of Architects (FAIA) and a recipient of the Thomas Jefferson Award for Public 
Architecture. In 2017, Freelon was named one of Fast Company’s most creative people in business. 
Phil is the founder of The Freelon Group, a Research Triangle Park, North Carolina-based firm that 
joined Perkins+Will in 2014.

News + Media

Perkins+Will Relocating Durham Office to Landmark Downtown Tower [News]
Perkins+Will Completes Restoration of Houston’s Historic Emancipation Park [News]
Phil Freelon Named One of Fast Company’s Most Creative People [News]
Perkins+Will at the 2017 AIA Conference on Architecture [News]
Join Perkins+Will at Events in February 2017 [News]
After NMAAHC, African American Designers Continue to Honor American History, Embrace 
Future [News]
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Join Perkins+Will at Events in January 2017 [News]
In Their Own Words: Phil Freelon, On Our Way [News]
Perkins+Will, Phil Freelon, and Harvard GSD Announce the Philip Freelon Fellowship 
[News]
Join Perkins+Will at Events in November 2016 [News]

Featured Work

Anacostia Library Durham Station Transportation 
Center 

Harvey B Gantt Center for 
African-American Arts + Culture 

Morgan State University, Center 
for the Built Environment and 
Infrastructure Studies (CBEIS)

Museum of the African 
Diaspora (MoAD) 

National Center for Civil and 
Human Rights

National Museum of African 
American History and Culture

North Carolina A&T State 
University, General Academic 
Classroom

North Carolina Central 
University, Biomanufacturing 
Research Institute and 
Technology Enterprise (BRITE) 
Facility
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